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their betters, and, above all, there was a perpetual risk of
the plague, which was easily spread in crowded assem-
blies. The Lord Mayor succeeded In preventing the players
from acting within the jurisdiction of the City. The
boundaries of the City, however, were small, and London
was already spreading out well beyond its limits. To the
north in the Middlesex suburbs, and south of the river
in the Surrey suburbs, the jurisdiction lay with the
Magistrates of Middlesex and Surrey, who were fcr more
complacent.

In 1^76 James Burbage acquired a twenty-one years*
lease of a piece of land in Shoreditch, and there erected
the first permanent playhouse, which was named the
Theatre. The venture was a success. Other playhouses
followed. By 1594 there were also the Curtain in the
Shoreditch neighbourhood, and the Rose on the Bankside,
the suburb which had grown up at the south end of
London Bridge.

o

James Burbage had originally been chief player of the
great Earl of Leicester. His son,, Richard Burbage, was
now making a name for himself as a tragic actor. He had
learnt his business under Alleyn, but they parted company;
and now, in the autumn of 1^94, Richard Burbage be-
came the leader of a new Lord Chamberlain's Company.
This Company also included Will Kemp, and Shakespeare*
William Kemp in his own way was as famous as Alleyn.
He was the clown of the Company, He had already played
considerably on the Continent. His style of acting, to
which there are a number of references, was broad: he
was a low comedian, and he preferred to have the stage to